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ELEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF
EPISCOPAL ORDINATION

24-08-2017

Clergy, Religious & People,
Diocese of Vellore

Hearty Congratulations !
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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

May our Mother assumed into heaven shower God’s

blessings and protection upon all of us. May the freedom

to humanity to which assumption is a symbol and

guarantee, be assured to India as we celebrate our

freedom. We pray that the Lord blesses our Country and

all our leaders. We welcome the new President and Vice

President of our Country and pray that they will protect

the rights of our Constitution and ensure peace and unity

of our Nation.

Once again it is our privilege to pray and celebrate the gift of

priesthood on August 4, the feast of St. John Maria Vianney.

We will remember and thank the Lord for their wonderful

call of Priesthood. As we accept this call, let us be faithful to

this call and make it a saving mission for our people.

TNBC meeting held at Velankanni went on well. All the

commissions gave their reports and were received well.

On the first day there was the gathering of TPPCL (Tamil

Nadu – Pondicherry Pastoral Council). At the end of the

day three recommendations were placed.
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It was joyfully announced that the Dicastery of Divine

Worship has approved our New Tamil Missal with minor

corrections. So it will be printed and given by the end of

November. We need to thank the Lord for it. With this

certain practical guide lines are given to be followed during

Liturgy.

1. New Tamil Missal

New Tamil Missal is ready for usage. Hence, the old Tamil

Missal will be stopped from usage soon. Those who are

using Tamil Missal, Kindly get New  one for your community

and give the order today itself to CPC director for the

number of copies you want.

2. Anjali or Kumba Arathi: should be taken only once; not

twice at the beginning of the mass.

3. Ponnaadai: Honoring celebrants or guests with

ponnaadai during the mass in the sanctuary is strictly

forbidden. However, it can be done after the mass but not

in the sanctuary.
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4. Adayala Kanikkai (Symbolic Offertory): is strictly

forbidden in the mass.

5. Alleluia: After the reading that immediately precedes

the Gospel, the person one who recites or sings the

acclamation, should not pronounce Alleluia.

To understand better I asked Fr. Maria Antony to write a

few words about Assumption.

Catholic Teachings on Assumption

The term Assumption in Catholic Theology connotes three

distinct things, viz., the death of the Blessed Virgin; her

resurrection soon after death; and her entrance, body and

soul, into heaven. In Christian antiquity, the terms used

to signify the Feast of the Assumption – dormitio (sleeping),

pausatio (pause), transitus(passing to eternity),

depositio(placing in the grave) – emphasized particularly

the fact of the Blessed Virgin’s death, and also implicitly

designated her resurrection and assumption.In a nutshell,

Catholic Church believes and teaches that Blessed Mother

met natural death, experienced resurrection, and was

taken to heaven with her body and soul.

Historical Roots

· The first trace of belief in the Virgin’s Assumption

can be found in the 2nd century apocryphal accounts

entitled TransitusMariae (“The Crossing Over of Mary”).  It

narrates the story of the apostles being transported by
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white clouds to the deathbed of Mary, each from the town

where he was preaching at the hour.

· In 377 AD, St Epiphanius, who devoted himself to

the study of Mary’s death and affirmed the assumption

saying: “Whether Blessed Mother died or was buried we

do not know … she fell asleep in glory, and departed in

purity, and received the crown of her virginity.”

· In the 5thCentury, Eastern orthodox Catholics

commemorated the assumption as the “Dormitionof Our

Lady” on 15thAugust.The church of Dormition, at the foot

of the Mount of Olives, where the Tomb of Mary is

venerated, remains a witness to this historical fact.

· Saint Gregory of Tours (+593) writes, “The Lord had

the most holy body (of the Virgin) taken into heaven, where,

reunited to her soul… Mary, the glorious Mother of Christ,

was taken up into heaven by the Lord, whilst the angelic

choirs sang hymns of joy.”

· St. John of Damascus (676 -749 AD), the Doctor of

Church, was the first church authority to speak on the

Assumption of Mary. He narrates the historical event as

follows:”St. Juvenal, Bishop of Jerusalem, at the Council

of Chalcedon (451), made known to the Emperor Marcian

and his wife Pulcheria, who wished to possess the body of

the Mother of God, that Mary died in the presence of all

the Apostles, but that her tomb, when opened upon the

request of St. Thomas, was found empty; wherefrom the

Apostles concluded that the body was taken up to heaven.” 
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Further, the feast was introduced to Rome in 701 ADby

Pope Sergius I with other the Feasts of the Nativity and

the Annunciation. In 785, Pope Hadrian Igave the Feast

Day its official name as the Assumption of Mary.

Assumption is the assurance to all who lead an impeachable

life like Mother Mary that they would experience

resurrection and be taken into heaven. Assumption also

invites us to give utmost care to our ‘Body’, the Temple of

the Holy Spirit. Some dualistic Christian spiritualities

speak that soul has to be preserved and body has to be

shunned. But in this so-called ‘evil body’ only, God’s grace

works and dwells. Hence, in this instantaneous modern

era, this dogma demands to nourish our body with proper

nourishment, proper care and rest.

On August 24, I will be completing my 11 years of Episcopal

Ordination. The Celebration of last year is still fresh in

my mind. Please do pray for me.

May our Mother assumed into heaven protect and guide

all of us.

May God bless you!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

† Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararju, SDB., DD.,

Bishop of Vellore
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Bishop’s Programme

01 Tue TNBC Secretariat, Santhome, Chennai

03 Thu M Mary Help of Christians Church, Tirupattur

04 Fri M Feast of St. John Maria Vianney, Chetpet

05 Sat Mass, Villianur

09 Wed New School Building Blessing, Eleyankanni

11 Fri M St. Clare’s Adoration Monastery, Rangapuram

12 Sat M Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting, Vellore

15 Tue E Feast Mass, Cathedral, Vellore

19 Sat Jubilee Mass (Salesian Sisters), Vellore

20 Sun Prison Ministry Sunday, Vellore

22 Tue M Confirmation, Boodamangalam

24 Thu E 11th Episcopal Ordination Anniversary, Vellore

27 Sun Thiruvannamalai

† Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararju, SDB., DD.,

Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Monthly Recollection

1. Priests’ Get-together

The Annual priests’ get-together on the occasion of the
feast of St. John Maria Vianney, the patron saint of all
diocesan priests will take place on Friday, 4 August 2017
at Madha Hill, Chetpet. Let us come together and share
our joy and happiness with our Shepherd and our

brother priests.
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2. Monthly Recollection and Eleventh Episcopal

Ordination Anniversary of our Bishop

Our beloved bishop Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

completes his eleventh Episcopal Ordination on 24

August 2017.

As the good Shepherd of our diocese, it is a joy and

happiness to celebrate the day with Eucharistic

Celebration and thank the Lord for the gift of our bishop

through whom we have received God’s blessings in

abundance. It is also the day of Recollection.

I request all religious priests and religious communities

to take part in the Eucharistic Celebration and pray for

our bishop.

The programme will be as follows:

09: 30 am - Arrival & Coffee

10: 00 am - Talk

11: 00 am - Break

11: 30 am - Adoration & Confession

12: 30 am - Felicitation & Announcements

06: 00 pm - Vesting & Concelebrated Eucharistic

Celebration followed by felicitation

and dinner

Rev. Msgr. I.John Robert
Vicar General
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PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION - 2017

 S.No Religious Amount

1 Allikondapattu 4000

2 Santhavasal 5000

3 Polur 10500

                                           Total 19500

Thanks for all those who have alredy remitted the Good

Friday Collection and May I request  to give those who

have not yet given.

Rev. Fr. A.Kulandesu
Procurator
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HUNGER AND DISEASE FUND COLLECTION – 2017

  S.
    DATE           PLACE

AMOUNT

NO.  RS.

1 23.06.2017 Sanipoondi 1,300

2 23.06.2017 Eleanganni 4,000

3 27.06.2017 Ambur 1,000

4 27.06.2017 Chengam 620

5 10.07.2017 Allikondapattu 1,500

6 15.07.2017 St. Charles Convent,

Thirupathur 5,000

Rev. Fr. A. R. Antony Samy

Director, VSSS, Vellore
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OBITUARY

Rev. Fr. M. A. John Velankannan

(22.01.1960 - 27.07.2017)
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Father’s Name : Mr. M. Antonydoss

Mother’s Name : Mrs. M. Annamary

Brothers : 3

Sisters : 3

Date of Birth : 22.01.1960

Place of Birth : Chetpet

1966-1977 : 1 – 9th std, Chetpet

1978 : PUC, Sacred Heart College, Tirupattur

1979 : Minor Seminary, St.Thomas Minor

Seminary, Santhome, Chennai

1979 - 1982 : Philosophy, Karumathur, Madurai

1983 : Regency, Katpadi

1984 - 1987 : Theology, St.Paul’s Seminary, Trichy

29 April 1986 : Diaconate Ordination

Most Rev. Michael Augustine

29 April 1987 : Priestly Ordination

Most Rev. Michael Augustine

1987 : Assistant Parish Priest - Udayendiram

1988 - 1990 : Assistant Parish Priest - Koviloor

1991 : Assistant Parish Priest – Arni

1991 - 1993 : MSW- Sacred Heart College, Tirupattur

1993 - 1994 : Parish Priest – Santhavasal

1994 – 1996 : MCL – St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore

1996 – 1997 : Parish Priest – Pavitiram

Parish Priest – Vettavalam (2 Months)

1997 – 1998 : Parish Priest - Mazhuvankarunai

1998 - 1999 : Leave
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2000 - 2007 : Parish Priest - Semmiamangalam

2008 - 2017 : stayed with his parents at Chetpet

CF(
�����!;��A!���1��
�I�;���
U�

T��	6./��J�I�u��&�%%d#%$v

Birthday

Rev. Fr. C.Antony Chinnappa Xavier 01.08.1976

Rev. Fr. M. Irudayasamy 02.08.1971

Rev. Fr. A. Motchanathan 05.08.1969

Rev. Fr. M. Devenesan 06.08.1981

Rev. Fr. N. Sagayanathan Kanikairaj 08.08.1975

Rev. Fr. D. Panneerselvam 12.08.1962

Rev. Fr. S. Antony Rosario 13.08.1980

Rev. Fr. J. Irudayaraj 14.08.1963

Rev. Fr. A. Lourdu Xavier 14.08.1972

Rev. Fr. D. Paul Arockiam 16.08.1981

Rev. Fr. R. Susai Regis 19.08.1954

Rev. Fr. D. Arul John Bosco 20.08.1981

Rev. Fr. R. Lawrence 23.08.1972

Rev. Fr. S. Francis 24.08.1976

Rev. Fr. A. Anandaraj 27.08.1983

Rev. Fr. D. Amalaraj 29.08.1950

Ordination day

Rev. Fr. S. C. Jeya Kumar 24.08.2012

Rev. Fr. A. Jonas Philomina Doss 24.08.2012
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Rev. Fr. Y. Anthony Raj 28.08.1981

Rev. Fr. P. John Bosco 28.08.1981

Intention

Artists

Let us pray that artists of our time, through their ingenuity,

may be places where faith is communicated and charity is

seen.

Calendar

01 Tue St. Alphonsus Liguori Bp., Dr., Mem

04 Fri St. John Maria Vianney pr., Mem

06 Sun The Transfiguration of the Lord, Feast

08 Tue St. Dominic pr., Rf., Mem

10 Thu St. Lawrence, Dn., Mr, Feast

11 Fri St. Clare Vir., Mem

13 Sun 19th Ordinary Sunday

14 Mon St. Maximillian Mary Kolbe, Pr., Mr

15 Tue The Assumption of B.V.M, Patroness of India, Sol

20 Sun 20th Ordinary Sunday

21 Mon St. Pius X, Pp., Mem

22 Tue Queenship of B.V.M., Mem

24 Thu St. Bartholomew Ap., Feast

27 Sun 21st Ordinary Sunday

28 Mon St. Agustine, Bp., Dr, Mem.

29 Tue The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist, Mem
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Necrology

Most Rev. Louis Mathias SDB 03.08.1965

Rev. Msgr. John Mora SDB 05.08.1961

Rev. Fr. A. Fernandez 05.08.1995

Rev. Fr. Paul Bazgier SDB 07.08.1965

Rev. Fr. L. M. Arul 17.08.1974

Rev. Fr. Amaladoss Anthonysamy SDB 20.08.1983

Rev. Fr. G. J. Lawson 22.08.1987

Rev. Fr. N. A. John Peter 26.08.2016

Rev. Fr. M. Sebastian 27.08.2016

Rev. Fr. Jegaraj SDB 29.08.1988

Most Rev. Hubert D’ Rosario SDB 30.08.1994

R.I.P.

In your charity kindly pray for the repose of the soul of

Rev. Fr. M.A.John Velankannan who passed away on

27.07.2017. May his soul rest in peace.
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